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GEORGE LOVBARDOZZI , GAMBI NO FAM LY SOLDI ER, CONVI CTED
| N LOANSHARKI NG SCHEME | N MANHATTAN FEDERAL COURT

JAMES B. COMVEY, United States Attorney for the Southern
District of New York, announced that GEORGE LOVBARDOZZI, a sol dier
in the Gambino Oganized Crinme Family of La Cosa Nostra, was
convicted in Manhattan federal court after a two-week jury trial of
three charges stemming from LOVBARDOZZI's participation in a
| oanshar ki ng schene.

The evidence at trial established that LOVBARDOZZI, a
menber of the crew of his cousin, Ganbino fam |y caporegi ne Dani el
Marino, directed the making and <collection of a $100,000
extortionate | oan to the manager of a restaurant on the upper East
Side of Manhattan. The unlawful |oan had an annual interest rate
of 104%

Inits verdict yesterday, the jury convicted LOVBARDOZZI
of making the illegal and extortionate | oan, conspiring with others

to make the loan and conspiring with others to use threats of



violence to collect the loan. He was acquitted of one charge of
using threats of violence to collect the |oan.

The testinony at trial established that LOWBARDOZZI, as
is typical of made nenbers of organized crine famlies who engage
in loan sharking, relied upon trusted associates to comrunicate
directly with the victimof the loan, and to pick up the weekly
i nterest paynments. The testinony further reveal ed, however, that
LOVBARDOZZI controlled the illegal 1oan sharking operation.

Frank Isoldi, who was shown at trial to be LOVBARDOZZI' s
cl ose associate, had previously pled guilty to conspiring to use
threats of violence to collect paynents on the sane $100, 000 | oan.
| sol di also pled guilty to conspiring to use threats of violence to
coll ect a separate |oansharking loan, and to participating in an
illegal ganbling operation. Isoldi is presently serving a 41-nonth
sentence of inprisonment resulting fromthis plea of guilty.

United States District Judge PETER K. LElI SURE schedul ed
July 29, 2003, for the sentencing of LOVBARDOZZI. Follow ng the
verdi ct, LOVBARDOZZI was i mredi atel y remanded. LOVBARDOZZI faces 20
years’ inprisonnment on each of the three counts of conviction.

M . COMEY prai sed the Federal Bureau of Investigation and
the New York City Police Departnent for their investigation of this
case.

Assi stant United States Attorneys DI ANE GUIARATI and ADAM
B. SIEGEL are in charge of the prosecution.
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